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Ito Family and Its History

As a memberof the Fujiwara clan, Sukechika Ito unified Izu during the Kamakura
period and built the first prosperous age of the Chief of Ito. The Ito chieftain was first
established 800 years prior by the Daira clan, and Sukechika Ito held power as a Lord.
Otonashi Shrine is said to be where Princess Yae, daughter of Sukechika is said to have
enjoyed nighttime trysts with Minamoto no Yoritomo after his fall from power.
Sukechikals legitimate child Saburosukeyasu Kawazu was a good sumo wrestler and
the move he used to throw Kagehisa Hono at the sumo tournament held in Makigari no
Yokyo (entertainment) of Okuno (in the vicinity of the current Okuno Dam) has
become one of the 48 sumo moves and is called the Kawazu throw. On his return trip
from Okuno Makigari, the problem of succession come up, and Suketsune Kudo, a cousin
of Sukechika, hide at Shiinoki sanbon of Akazawa in Ito City and assassinated
Saburosukeyasu Kawazu. This incident is said to be one of the Top 3 revenge in Japan
and is the origin of the Tale of Soga by Soganogoro and Soganojuro.
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Otonashi Shrine
This is said to be the where Minamoto no Yoritomo and Princess Yae (daughter of
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Saint Nichiren and His
Saint Nichiren wrote “Risho Ankoku ron” and

presented it to the military government (Bakufu).

Since he continued with the street preaching
against the opposition of those around him, he
was arrested by the Bakufu and was exiled to
the top of a small rock (Rock Manaita) in the
south of Ito (Foto). With the help of Yasaburo
Funamori, a fisherman of Kawana, he sheltered
in a grotto for 30 days. This place is called the
Iwana Grotto and still exists. After this, Saint
Nichiren lived in Ito for about 2 years and wrote
“Kyoukijikokusho”. The grave of Yasaburo
Funamori and his wife is located at the
Kawana Renkeiji Temple and there are many
ancient temples associated with Saint Nichiren
in the city including Butsugenji, Butsukoji, and
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Butsugenji Temple

This is the old Saint Nichiren found the temple. It
is said that people coming from Ito rested here
and it remains busy today with the worship of
believers. It is also one of the temples of the
Seven Gods of Fortune, and the Bihshamonten is
honored for bringing good luck, safety, and
wealth. (Map pp.25:26, D-3)
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Renkeiji Temple

This temple is said to be built on the site of the
residence of Yasaburo Funamori who saved Nichiren.
The mountain is named Funamori Yama, and it is the
location of the grave of Yasaburo Funamori and his
wife, which is located about 200 meters up the
mountain from behind the grotto along the prefectural

road. The Edadore cherries are magnificent when in
full bloom. (Map pp.29-30, C-3)
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Renchakuji Temple and Rock Manaita

When Nichren was arrested by the Hojo Bakufu he
was banished to a rock in Ito in Izu, which came to
be called Rock Manita. On the ocean shore nearby
was built the Soshido as the Okuno in of Renchakushi
Temple, and this peninsula that was called Torizaki
and other names was renamed Nichirensaki on which
the Renchakuji Temple was later built.

(Map pp.20-30, E-3)

Sukechika Ito) were said to enjoy love trysts, and this shrine along the Matsukawa
River honors the god of save birth. The Shiritsumi Festival held on November 10 of
each year and feature the famously humorous buttocks sumo competitions in a ring
in the Shrine compound. (Map pp.25:26, B-3)

Renchakuji.
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Butsukaji Temple and Rokkakudou Temple

The Butsukoji Temple was built on the site of the residence of Hachirozaemon Ito, and
Hachirozaemon gave Saint Nichiren a contribution to clear the mountain to build the
temple. The Buddhist statue given to Saint Nichiren for praying for the return to
health of Hachirozaemon, which was pulled from the ocean in a fisherman’s net, was
valued by Saint Nichiren his entire life. The hexagonal Honbutsodo Temple in the
compound is a rare example even in the city. (Map pp.25-26, C-4)
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Saburosukeyasu Kawazu's Blood Mound
A rock mound and Houkyouinntou remains at the
spot said to be where Saburosukeyasu Kawazu
died, and the densely surrounding trees keep the

area dark even in the day to provide a sense of
historic romance. (Map pp.29-30, F-2)
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Grave of Sukechika Ito

This is a 5-level pagoda said to be the grave of Sukechika
Tto at the entrance to Ito. He was said to be incredibly loyal
and even when Yoritomo raised an army many of the
Kanto samurai joined with him and it is said that he was
personally responsible for defeating the samurai on the side
of Taira. (Map pp.25-26, C-2)
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Stones for Castle Construction (Usami)

Edo, most of the stone used for the foundation
walls were transported from Ito.
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